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Considerations for Research Studies
Category Sub-Category Differences



Purpose of Study
Objectives



Actual conclusions



Pertinence of conclusions to objectives



Kind of Study
Epidemiologic = Observational Shows associations, not cause



Experimental = Interventional Shows cause



Researchers Conducting Study



Scientists or Doctors No monetary gain from results



Industry
Pharmaceutical company



Device manufacturer
Monetary gain from results



Sponsors



Study Population



Size Small = < 1000; Large = > 1000



Characteristics



Criteria for exclusion



Resemblance to you



Study Design



Timing
Prospective



Retrospective



Subjects
Cohort



Random



Matching
Pairing or matching



No pairing, no matching



Blinding



None



Single



Double



Outside Influences



Market forces



Economics



Competition



Media, reporting, drama, sensationalism











