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Pathological Steps to Breast Cancer Formation



Classification Name Description / Characteristics



Normal Normal Cell Single layers of organized cells



Normal 
Or



Abnormal



Hyperplasia Multiple layers of organized cells



Atypical Hyperplasia Multiple layers of organized cells 
with some wonky-looking cells



Pre-Cancer



Dysplasia Multiple layers of disorganized cells



Neoplasia Multiple layers of disorganized cells 
with some cancer cells



Carcinoma In Situ
Multiple layers of disorganized cells 



with some cancer cells, 
but localized to their place of origin



Cancer
Invasive Breast Cancer



Multiple layers of disorganized cells 
with some cancer cells 



that invade surrounding structures











