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Screening Tests vs Diagnostic Tests

Target
Cost
Ease

Availability

Timing

Focus
Sensitivity or Specificity

False Results

Screening Test
Public
Inexpensive
Simple
Extensive availability

When asymptomatic

Possibility of cancer
Sensitive

Many false positives

Diagnostic Test
Individual
Expensive
Complex

Limited availability

When asymptomatic or
symptomatic

Accuracy
Specific

No false negatives










