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Hereditary vs Non-Hereditary Ovarian Cancers



Hereditary Ovarian Cancers Non-Hereditary Ovarian Cancers
Beginning Before conception After conception



Damage Pre-existing damage in one gene
No damage in the other gene



No pre-existing damage 
in either gene



Number of Mutant 
Genes



One single mutant gene Multiple mutant genes



Age Young Old



Risk 25 - 55% 1.4%



Degree of 
Susceptibility



Varies Varies



Number 
of Mutant Cells



All your cells One single cell



Number of Organs All your organs One single organ



Inheritance 50% chance 0% chance



Genetic Testing Before getting cancer
For susceptibility to cancer



After getting cancer
For treatment & prognosis



Incidence & 
Prevalence



5 – 10% of all ovarian cancers 90 – 95% of all ovarian cancers



Screening Genetic counseling  
Genetic testing



None that is reliable



Prevention Invasive surgery Non-invasive diet & lifestyle measures











